
Introduction

One of the most common questions we receive from scrapbookers is, 'How do you pick patterned 
paper for your layout creations?' 

From busy patterns to subtle designs, paper plays a crucial role in setting the mood of a 
scrapbooking layout, and not all patterned paper is created equal. The rules we’re about to share 
with you aim to clear the path on your paper journey.

MIX &MATCH
THE SCRAPBOOKER’S HANDBOOK ON DECIDING

WHAT PATTERNS TO LAYER TOGETHER
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"Pattern papers are the brushstrokes of a scrapbooker's creativity,
where each layer and color adds to the canvas of memories in
your photos. Every combination creates a visual masterpiece that
effortlessly transports you back to that unique memory again."



Paper Picking Tips At A Glance: 
When picking paper for a two-page spread, choose 5-6 double-sided paper following these 
guidelines:

Main Pattern Paper

These simple-to-follow Paper
Picking steps reveal the
practices Susan used to
deplete her paper stash and
successfully complete more
pages, now filling her albums.
Just as they've benefited
thousands of others, applying
these steps will inspire you to
do the same. So, let's get
started!



The paper you select for your ‘main’ pattern will guide your pattern selection for your other 
layers, which is why we recommend to start here. When picking the main pattern, there are two 
things to keep in mind; Theme or Colors. Sometimes you’ll choose a themed pattern that resonates 
with your pictures (like zoo, travel) and sometimes you’ll pick a pattern that doesn’t correlate 
perfectly with the memory you’re scrapbooking but it sets the mood by the colors represented in 
the pattern. Either way, always choose something that has a little more color, and theme to it as 
the ‘Main’ sheet.

A THEME PAPER THAT 
MATCHES YOUR MEMORIES 

 

Start With a Theme: If there is a sheet that has an obvious 
theme you want to use, or resonates with your memories, 
keep it simple and start there! 

Example: 

A sheet of pumpkins - Would clearly be for Fall 
memories. 
A sheet that has images of Santa - Would clearly be for 
Christmas memories.
etc. 

Focus on Colors: This pattern may not necessarily adhere to 
a specific theme but is still inherently busier in nature. It 
could feature universal patterns such as flowers, polka dots, 
or colorful stripes. What defines it are the vibrant colors that 
establish the mood for your layout. 

A common misconception is that you must use themed paper, 
such as Disney paper, to scrapbook Disney memories. Not 
true! You can achieve a stunning, cohesive page by letting 
the color palette serve as your inspiration. (For example this 
pattern >>>>>) 

COLOR SCHEME THAT 
MATCHES YOUR PICTURES

 



Supporting Papers
Once you have a main sheet of paper in hand you’re ready to start the next pattern paper 
picking process! For the supporting paper, you will want to pick one that layers well with the main 
pattern that you chose (a pattern that is more subtle than that of the main pattern). To do this, 
simply lay them against each other until one catches your eye. This one depends mostly on your 
personal preference.

See how the mood changes in the images below when paired with the main star 
pattern?

OR SELECT A PATTERN 
THAT JUST CATCHES 
YOUR EYE THAT YOU 
KNOW FOR SURE YOU 
WANT TO USE!

 

If you're still uncertain, choose the pattern you adore the most, 
preferably one that incorporates all the colors in its design, 
making it a standout "main" pattern. Opting for a busier pattern, 
showcasing at least 3-5 different colors within it, provides a 
common element that will help seamlessly tie the other 
patterns you layer with it together.

If you're still unsure about the main pattern, no need to worry! 
Start by selecting a different aspect that you do know (perhaps 
a supporting element below) and work your way back. 
Additionally, if you're aiming for a more neutral page, the main 
pattern plays a less vital role. However, if you're keen on mixing 
patterns, choosing a main sheet can unify the entire look for 
you effortlessly.

Do you like the
Orange in the mix?

What about the yellow
stars?

How about the blue

dots or plaid?



Background Papers
Once you have chosen some patterns, next is to decide what paper will work best for your 
background paper. This will be the base of your layout that you will Play-to-Create on top of. You will 
want to choose a SUBTLE pattern or solid color for your background so that your other layers, 

patterns and pictures will stand out.

Contrasting Patterns: You may want to choose some busier 
patterns and some that aren’t quite as busy. Keep in mind 
contrasting patterns, with coordinating colors. This will help 
make each layer pop, because none of the patterns look too 
alike. 

Times Two: We recommend that you pick one to two papers 
to use as your supporting patterns for your layers and 
embellishments. Using double-sided paper (make sure you 
like the patterns on both sides!) will decrease the amount 
of sheets that you will need to create a beautifully layered 
2 page layout. 

CONTRASTING PATTERNS 
WITH COORDINATING COLORS

 

CONSIDER SIZES AND 
BUSYNESS OF A PATTERN

 

Balance Large and Small Patterns: Mix larger, bolder patterns 
with smaller, subtler ones. Pairing a bold floral with a delicate 
geometric can create a visually appealing contrast.

Supporting Role: The pattern chosen here is fittingly named 
"supporting," indicating that it is well-suited for its role. It 
shouldn't compete with the main sheet you've selected in terms 
of size or theme.

Basic Designs: Supporting patterns typically lack a specific 
theme and are often basic designs like polka dots, stripes, plaid, 
or small flowers featuring only one or two colors. The goal is to 
add visual interest and depth without overwhelming the overall 
project.



LAYER PATTERNS TOGETHER 
TO TEST

 

Visualize The Layers: Against the background paper that 
you have chosen, layer your main and supporting patterns on 
top of it, to test it. Layering each sheet on top of the others 
will help you visualize what they will look like together and 
how they react to each other. 

Subtle Pattern Vs Plain: Our suggestion to choose a subtle 
pattern as the background sheets instead of opting for solid 
cardstock is rooted in the idea that the slight pattern 
introduces depth to your design, lending it texture and 
refinement. Nevertheless, if you lean towards a common 
choice like a solid white background, cardstock serves as a 
suitable alternative, provided you bear in mind the 
recommendations below.

Use Similar Palette: Use Similar Palette: Cultivate a 
harmonious palette by concentrating on similar hues. 
Coordinating the color tones of the main pattern with your 
chosen background ensures a smooth blend, resulting in a 
cohesive look. Try to avoid a mix of slightly off oranges and 
reds. Remember, not all oranges are the same; it's crucial 
to ensure the hues are closely aligned.

For a cohesive and adored look, our recommendation is to 
stick to a single brand, if possible. Each brand interprets 
colors like "blush" or "navy" differently.

MATCHING COLORS TO YOUR 
MAIN PATTERN 

 



Photo Mats Paper

Lastly (and this is optional) you will need one sheet for your photo mattes. A solid color or subtle 
pattern will work great to matte your photos. Most of the matte will be hidden, so it will act as an 
accent for your pictures to help them stand out if needed on your page. 

Note: If your background is dark, opt for a lighter photo mat paper. Conversely, if you have a 
lighter background, choose a darker photo mat paper.

That Is A Wrap!

COLORS 
TO AVOID 
FOR 
YOUR 
BACKGR
OUND 
SHEETS

Steer clear of using background colors identical to your Main Sheet: Enhance 
the visual impact of your patterns by avoiding the selection of a background color 
that matches the main sheet's base color. For instance, if your main sheet has a 
blue base, opt for a different color or hue of that color for your background 
sheets (refer to the example below).

 

Avoid conflicting colors with skin tones: Consider how colors affect our skin 
tones when we wear them. The same principle applies to the background color 
you choose, as it will influence how your pictures appear on top of it. Refrain 
from selecting colors that either yellow out or darken your pictures. If your 
photos have darker tones, consider opting for a lighter background, for instance.



Paper, a versatile and affordable resource, possesses the extraordinary ability to elevate your 
scrapbooking layouts into 12x12 masterpieces of color and pattern. Selecting the right paper 
becomes a game-changer for your layout, infusing mood into every detail. Taking the time to 
intentionally choose paper goes a long way in crafting a masterpiece for your priceless memories.

While the mix-and-match trend may not suit everyone, just like solid, all-matching papers, that's 
the beauty of scrapbooking—it's your creative canvas. Dive into your paper stash, play with layering 
patterns, and let your creativity shine. Trust the steps and principles shared in this guide to bring 
your vision to life and savor the joy of the creative process.

And remember, with our Kiwi Lane supportive community, you're not alone. A group of fellow 
scrapbookers is ready to help you create not just a beautiful, cohesive page for your memories but 
also to celebrate your finished pages. Visit us at kiwilane.com

In Summary:
Attempting to outpace your paper purchases without a structured process on how to use it will 
likely result in feeling overwhelmed. If your goal is to confidently leave a legacy of completed 
pages crafted with your beautiful paper, rather than a closet full of unused sheets, keep these few 
key points in mind.

Final Paper Picking Tip Summary: 

Getting Started:

Be intentional with your purchases! Choose paper that aligns with your creativity and is 
versatile enough to complement various events you may scrapbook. At Kiwi Lane, we have a 
whole science behind creating our paper kits with you, the customer, in mind. This approach 
ensures you make the most of your paper stash.
Avoid the temptation of purchasing a kit just because it's discounted; discovering that the 
patterns are too busy, and only a couple of sheets are usable, can be counterproductive.
Finally, start using your paper! Shop first from your closet. Take advantage of what you already 
have, and if needed, make it more usable by creating your own customized paper kits, as 
described in this guide.

Use a picture as a design reference when selecting paper based on the color tips.
Shop paper collection with multiple coordinating patterns to simplify the process. 



Connect with us
If you need more information, feel free to reach out to our team at support@kiwilane.com. We're 
here to assist you in any way we can, guiding you on the journey to fill your scrapbooking albums, 
not your closets!

Main Pattern to Set the Mood:  1 sheet 
Paper that has the theme that matches your memories. - or- 
A paper that has the colors that match your pictures and mood - or-
A paper that just catches your eye and style.  
Use your favorite patterns as borders or to frame your page with larger strips. 

Spporting Pattern for Layers : 1-2 sheets
Find a few contrasting/coordinating designs that look good together. 
Select coordinating colors or patterns for accents and embellishments. 
Double sided paper gives you more pattern options with fewer sheets. This will decrease the amount of sheets that you will
need to purchase.  Make sure you like both sides! 
Layer your options on top of each other as if they were paint samples or swatches of fabric.  It will be easier to visualize them
together this way. 
Simplify by picking from paper lines and collections. 

Background Paper (base) 1-2 sheets
Pick a solid color or subtle pattern to use as a background for your page. This will ensure that your photos and other design
elements pop! 

Photo Matte: 1 sheet
Use a more subtle color or pattern to matte your pictures. 
You may also use scraps from previous projects.

WATCH A DEMO

We invite you to watch a video demonstration showcasing how our Designer Templates can assist 
you in utilizing your paper stash. Simultaneously, they streamline the scrapbooking process 
without sacrificing the beauty of your finished pages.

kiwilane.com 


